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Prior to entering into full-time ministry, Joel had spent the last fourteen years working for 
the Microsoft Corporation. Most recently, Joel was a Senior Director responsible for the 

IT department supporting Finance at Microsoft. Working among the people of Bellevue, 
God burdened his heart that someone was needed to reach them. Although it meant leaving 
a successful career at Microsoft, a wonderful church home, and a comfortable lifestyle, Joel 
could not deny God’s call to go to this needy area. With the support of his family, Joel has 
surrendered to take the gospel to the lost souls of Bellevue.

Joel and Christelle Creekmore were married in September of 1997 and have six children. Their 
children are Yulia, Sasha, Yernar, Wade, Anna, and Abigail. They are blessed with the fact that 
all of their children have a testimony of salvation and serve the Lord with their parents.  

MEET THE CREEKMORE FAMILY
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DISCOVER BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON
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Currently, Bellevue has the second largest city 
center in Washington State, and it is the fifth 

largest city in Washington with over 130,000 
residents.  The city is known for its affluence, top-
notch schools, and high-end shopping. Although 
Bellevue has a distinct city center, there are thirteen 
different neighborhoods, each with its own feel 
and economic profile. These neighborhoods range 
from elite estates to middle income multi-family 
apartments. While unemployment is low, many 

SITUATED between Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish 
lies the beautiful city of Bellevue, Washington.

people struggle with Bellevue’s high cost of living. 
Despite this struggle, Bellevue attracts residents 
from around the world due to the surrounding 
high-tech employers. This has resulted in Bellevue 
residents being among some of the most highly 
educated in Washington state with over 60 
percent having a four-year degree and over 27 
percent having a graduate degree. Nearly 60 
percent of residents are employed in management, 
professional, or related occupations. 
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME:
$88,073

MEDIAN HOME PRICE:
$541,600

INDEPENDENT 
BAPTIST CHURCHES:
NONE

POPULATION:
134,400

HOUSEHOLDS:
50,355

MEDIAN AGE:
38.5 YEARS OLD

FOREIGN BORN 
PERSONS:
33.3%

640,500THE TOP 5 CITIES IN 

WASHINGTON
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GROWTH RATE CHART

The City of Bellevue is full of affluence, education, 
and opportunity, yet it has no independent 

fundamental Baptist church.

Seattle 600,400

POPULATION OF

Spokane 212,300
Tacoma 200,900

Vancouver 167,400
Bellevue 134,400



ADDITIONAL 
REFERENCES:

Pastor Rich Farinella

HEAR FROM OUR SENDING PASTOR
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Commission by supporting the mission of church 
planting around the world, we are left with a painfully 
difficult task—deciding who we will support. Our 
heart’s desire is to support every missionary, but with 
limited resources and many missionaries seeking 
support, we inevitably have to turn away the majority 
of them. This requires that our scrutiny of supportable 
missionaries be as thorough as we can make it in the 
short amount of time we have with each missionary. 
Ultimately, we hope to identify some evidence that 
will give us the confidence that they will remain 
faithful to the Lord for the life of their ministry. 
Faithful missionaries are the only kind worthy of the 
Lord and sacrifices our people have made.

II Timothy 2:1, 2 says, “Thou therefore, my son, be 
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things 
that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 

same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also.” It is with great pleasure that I 
recommend Joel Creekmore to you as a ‘faithful man’ 
worthy of the Lord’s work and your support. In the past 
7 years he and his family have been members here, they 
have proven themselves to be faithful in every capacity: 
faithful in their passion for the lost, faithful in the 
doctrines they have been taught, faithful in their service 
to the Lord, faithful in the support of their pastor, and 
faithful to follow his calling at the cost of great personal 
sacrifice. I can say with confidence that if their time here 
is to be an accurate reflection of their church planting 
endeavors ahead, Joel will finish his course hearing the 
Lord say “well done thou good and faithful servant.” If 
supporting faithful men is equally important to you, I 
know you will be glad to prayerfully consider partnering 
with me in supporting the Joel Creekmore family.

Pastor Matt Farinella | Foundation Baptist Church | Sammamish, WA | 425.273.0653

Woodin Valley Baptist Church
Bothell, WA
425.481.1075
pastor@woodinvalleybaptist.org

Pastor Erik Sanders
Bible Baptist Church
Everett, WA
425.353.6200
info@biblebaptistchurch.net



I find that there are usually a few particular questions that interest most pastors regarding supporting a church planter.  
I’ve highlighted my answers to some of these topics below for your convenience:

How do you know you are called to preach? God’s call became clear as He changed the desires of my heart 
away from my successful corporate career to fulltime service for Him. I believe a call of God is permanent and 
not subject to favorable circumstances. I certainly believe God will bring us success, but if not, “…necessity is laid 
upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” (I Corinthians 9:16b)

What is the Church and why is it important? God dictated how we are to execute the Great Commission by 
giving it to His church. This makes the definition of a church of utmost importance. The church is a local, visible 
body of baptized believers whose mission is to preach and teach the Word of God, make disciples to do the same, 
and recreate itself through new local churches. The church was established prior to Pentecost when Jesus called a 
local group of baptized believers with the specific mission to be fishers of men. 

As a church planter, who will you be accountable to? Since churches start churches, I will be directly accountable 
to my sending church, Foundation Baptist Church, until such time as we are able to charter Bellevue Baptist 
Church. I value the counsel of my pastor and will continue to seek him out as a godly mentor and counselor 
even after becoming independent. Though independence is a healthy goal for any church plant, it is not for the 
purpose of developing our own ideas and philosophies but to enable us to carry on the pattern of the gospel that 
was committed unto us. (II Timothy 2:2)

UNDERSTAND OUR BELIEFS
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What Bible will you use and why? I believe the whole Bible from Genesis to Revelation is the verbally inspired 
Word of God, which has been preserved by the promise of God making it our sole authority. 

God’s word was not just preserved in the original manuscripts. We have the preserved Word of God in the English 
language through the King James Version, which is the only English Bible translated solely from the Masoretic and 
Received Texts. This precludes personal or corporate study from corrupted versions. 

What type of communion will you practice? The Lord’s Supper is to be taken by members of a local church 
(closed communion), in good standing, and open sin must be dealt with beforehand. This means I would not allow 
members from other churches (close communion) or believers in general (open communion) to participate in the 
Lord’s Supper. To allow either close or open communion would require authority over believers outside of that local 
church. (I Corinthians 11:23-28; Luke 22:19-20)

Whose Baptism will you accept? – Baptism outwardly identifies what has already happened in the heart and is 
necessary for church membership, representing one’s association and belief in the doctrines of the baptizing church. 
As such, when considering members and baptisms from other churches, it must be from a doctrinally pure church 
who has the biblical authority to baptize. (Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 6:4-5)

Why are you a Baptist? I am proud to be called a Baptist. This distinction is not chosen due to tradition or ease, 
but due to my conviction of the biblical truth of Baptist doctrines. Baptists have historically held to biblical truth 
at great personal cost. This is not a heritage that should be taken lightly and we must continue the steadfastness of 
those who have come before us. 

To read the doctrinal statement in its entirety, please visit reachbellevue.com/doctrine.html
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